[Development of 62 typical carcinoid tumor of the bronchi surgically treated. Prognostic value of histopathological features].
The pathological and clinical features of 62 carcinoid tumours of the bronchus operated between 1975 and 1987 were reviewed in order to determine the prognostic value of certain parameters: limit of proliferation, vascular invasion, lymph node involvement. This series corresponded to 36 central tumours and 25 peripheral tumours, all treated surgically. One patient was lost to follow-up, 3 developed recurrences, 56 are still alive without recurrence and 3 died from intercurrent causes. The histological appearance of the tumours was homogeneous and typical. Twenty-eight lesions were strictly intrabronchial, 34 invaded the lung with incomplete limits in twenty cases. The tumour showed signs of vascular invasion in ten cases and the adjacent lymph nodes were invaded in eight cases. The local recurrence was undoubtedly related to an excessively conservative primary resection, as the primary tumour did not demonstrate any unusual features. The two tumours which metastasized showed vascular invasion: one metastasized to a hilar node, but these features were observed in other cases which retained a benign course. The standard histological diagnosis of typical carcinoid tumour does not appear to raise any particular difficulties; it is reliable. The course of the disease is sometimes malignant but no histological parameter is able to accurately predict this outcome.